Symptomatic Subclavian Steal During Pregnancy in a Woman Status Post Coarctation Repair in Infancy.
A 24-year-old woman with a history of coarctation repair by subclavian flap aortoplasty presented at 15 weeks' gestation with transient episodes of vision loss. She was diagnosed with subclavian steal syndrome and underwent left carotid artery to subclavian artery bypass at 17 weeks' gestation. She has had no recurrence of symptoms at ten months of postoperative follow-up. Despite the anatomic substrate for subclavian steal in patients with this type of surgical repair, neurologic symptoms are uncommon. It is possible that the pregnancy-induced fall in systemic vascular resistance triggered symptoms in this previously asymptomatic patient.